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QEW GCS - Agency Specific Blurbs for Study Commencement Notification 
 
The following additional text was added to the notification letters sent to the identified 
agencies: 
 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture 
 
As part of this study, the following archaeological and cultural heritage and 
documentation will be completed: 

- Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment (New Directions Archaeology) 
- Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report for the QEW Garden City Skyway (Golder 

Associates) 
- Cultural Heritage Existing Conditions Report (Unterman McPhail Associates) 
- Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (Unterman McPhail Associates) 
 

 
INAC and MAA 
 
The Project Team has sent study notification to the following Aboriginal communities and 
organizations: 

- Niagara Region Métis Council  
- Six Nations of the Grand River 
- Six Nations of the Grand River Territory Confederacy Council 
- Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation 
- Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians 
- Union of Ontario Indians 

If your agency is aware of any other Aboriginal communities or organizations that may 
be interested in this study we would appreciate receiving that information. 
 
 
MNR, NPCA and DFO 
 
This study will be completed in accordance with the MTO/DFO/OMNR Fisheries 
Protocol. It is anticipated that preliminary HADD determinations will be made during 
Preliminary Design (the current assignment) and Fisheries Protocol documentation will 
be submitted to DFO during Detail Design. 





 

 

 

QEW GARDEN CITY SKYWAY CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 

COMMENT FORM 
 
Type of Project:  Planning and Preliminary Design 
 
Environmental Assessment Type:  Ministry of Transportation Class Environmental Assessment – Group B 
 

Organization Name 
& Division/Branch: 

 
 

 
COMMENTS: 
 
1. Does your organization wish to participate in this project? YES NO 
 
2. 

 
If yes to the above, please provide the contact name, 
telephone #, address and email for future correspondence. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
3. Please identify any comments or concerns your agency may have at this time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information regarding this project, please visit the project website at www.qewgcs.ca. You 
may also contact the undersigned or the Consultant Assistant Project Manager Mr. Brent Gotts, 
McCormick Rankin Corporation at tel: (905)823-8500 or email: project-team@qewgcs.ca. 
 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY DECEMBER 17, 2010 TO: 
 
ATTN:  Mr. J.A. (Sandy) Nairn, MCIP, RPP 
 Consultant Environmental Planner 
 Ecoplans Limited 
 2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 280 
 Mississauga, Ontario  L5K 2P8 
 
FAX: (905)823-2669 
 
EMAIL: project-team@qewgcs.ca 



 

Ministry of Transportation 

Highway Engineering  
Planning and Design Section  
Engineering Office 
Central Region 
Building D, 4th Floor 
1201 Wilson Avenue 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 
Tel:  (416) 235-3434 
Fax: (416) 235-3576 

 

Ministère des Transports 

Génie routier 
Section de la planification 
et de la conception 
Bureau du génie 
Région du centre 
Édifice D, 4e étage 
1201, avenue Wilson 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 
Tél.: (416) 235-3434 
Téléc.: (416) 235-3576 

 

 
November 19, 2010 
  
«Title» «FirstName» «LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»  «PostalCode» 
 
Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Study Commencement 
 
Dear «Title» «LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC) to 
undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address the 
structural and traffic safety needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal 
from Niagara Street to Glendale Avenue. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives 
for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Study details are provided in the enclosed notice. For additional study details, please visit the study 
website at www.qewgcs.ca.  
 
This notification is being provided to determine whether INSERT GROUP NAME holds an interest in 
this project. Ministry staff would be pleased to meet with you to discuss this project and any input that 
you provide to the Project Team will be considered during the Class Environmental Assessment. 
Should you require further information regarding this project or wish to discuss how your community 
would like to be involved, please feel free to contact myself, Bill Cung Project Manager, at 416-235-
3434 or by email at bill.cung@ontario.ca or Sarah De Decker, MTO Regional Archaeologist, at 416-
235-5489 or by email sarah.dedecker@ontario.ca.   
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Ministry of Transportation 
 
c: Sarah De Decker – MTO 
 George Ivanoff – MTO 

Michael Chiu – McCormick Rankin Corporation 
J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – Ecoplans Limited 

Encl. 

 



March 10/14,2011

<<Title>> <<FirstName>> <<LastName>>
<<JobTitle’>
<<Company>>
<<Branch>>
<<Addressl”
<<Add ress2>>
<<City>>, <<Province>> <<PostalCode>>

Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Asst
Notice of Public Information Centre #1

Dear <<Title>’ eLastName>>:

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has reta4 McCormick Rankin Corporation
(MRC) to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term
strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen
Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street to Glendale
Avenue. This includes the generation and evaluation of aI$inatives for the QEW
Garden City Skyway.

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend an external agency/municipality
preview session in advance of the first Public Information Centre (PlC) for this project.
The PIG has been arranged to provide stakeholders an opportunity to review the study
process, existing conditions, need and justification, generation of preliminary
alternatives and the next steps in the study. The external agency/municipality
preview drop-in session will occur between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m, with the event
open to the general public between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. For additional details
please see the enclosed notice. .

,
Date: j Wednesday, MaràTi30, 2011
Plaçe: Best Western (formerly Holiday Inn)

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street)
St. Cathhrines, ON L2N 4G9

McCORMICK

RANKIN
CORPORATION

We look forward to your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview session.

For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca. Should
you require further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the
Project Team members listed on the enclosed notice.

Yours truly,

Michael Chiu, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

End.
C: Bill Cung — MTO; George Ivanoff — MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn — Ecoplans Ltd.

Global Transportation Engineering

2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada L5K 2P8
t: 905823.8500 f: 905.823.8503 I e: mrc@mrc.ca I www.mrcca

Letter mailed to MPPs, MPs and
elected officials on March 10,

2011

Letter mailed to Federal &
Provincial agencies, municipal

staff, elected officials, other
agencies, emergency services,
utilities and other sta keholders

on March 14, 2011

A member of MMM GROUP



 

Ministry of Transportation 

Highway Engineering  

Planning and Design Section  

Engineering Office 

Central Region 

Building D, 4
th

 Floor 

1201 Wilson Avenue 

Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 

Tel:  (416) 235-3434 

Fax: (416) 235-3576 

 

Ministère des Transports 

Génie routier 
Section de la planification 
et de la conception 
Bureau du génie 
Région du centre 
Édifice D, 4

e
 étage 

1201, avenue Wilson 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 
Tél.: (416) 235-3434 
Téléc.: (416) 235-3576 

 

 

 

March 14, 2011 
  
«Title» «FirstName» «LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»  «PostalCode» 
 
Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Public Information Centre #1 
 

Dear «Title» «LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC) to undertake a 
Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural and traffic 
safety and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from 
Niagara Street to Glendale Avenue. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the 
QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Since our last correspondence, at the commencement of this study, we have been reviewing the existing 
conditions and the need and justification for the undertaking and have developed preliminary alternatives.  
This information and the next steps in the study will be presented at the first Public Information Centre 
(PIC) scheduled for:  
 

Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 

Place: Best Western (formerly Holiday Inn) 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 

St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Drop-in) 

Brief presentation at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

For additional details please see the enclosed notice. Following the PIC a copy of the PIC displays will be 

posted to the project website: www.qewgcs.ca.  
 
We look forward to your involvement in this project. Should you require further information regarding this 
project or wish to discuss how your community would like to be involved, please feel free to contact 
myself, Bill Cung Project Manager, at 416-235-3434 or by email at bill.cung@ontario.ca or Sarah De 
Decker, MTO Regional Archaeologist, at 416-235-5489 or by email sarah.dedecker@ontario.ca.   
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Ministry of Transportation 
Encl. 
c: Sarah De Decker – MTO; George Ivanoff – MTO; Michael Chiu – MRC; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – Ecoplans Ltd. 

Letter mailed to Aboriginal 

Contacts 

mailto:bill.cung@ontario.ca
mailto:sarah.dedecker@ontario.ca


March 14,2011

<<Title>> FirstName>’ “LastName>>
<<JobTitle>>
<<Company>>
<<Branch>>
<<Addressl>>
<<Address2>>
<<City>>, <<Province>’ <<PostalCode>>

Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment
Notice of Public Information Centre #1

Dear <<Title>> <<LastName>>:

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin Corporation
(MRC) to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term
strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen
Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street to Glendale
Avenue. This includes the generation and evaluation of a1atives for the QEW
Garden City Skyway.

The purpose of this letter is to to he first Public Information Centre
(PlC) for this project. The PlC has been’arranged rovide stakeholders an opportunity
to review the study process, existing conditions, n d and justification, generation of
preliminary alternatives and the next ste in tudy. For additional details please see
the enclosed notice.

Date: ‘Wednesda 30, 2011
e: Best West . erly Holiday Inn)

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street)
St. Catharines, ON L2N 4G9

TI1: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Drop-in)
V Brief presentation at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

forward to yourendance at the PlC.

For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca. Should
you require further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the
Project Team members listed on the enclosed notice.

Yours truly,

Michael Chiu, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

End.
C: BHI Cung — MTO; George Ivanoff— MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn — Ecoplans Ltd.

Global Transportation Engineering

2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300. Mis5issauga, Ontario, Canada L5K 2P8
t: 905.8238500 f: 905.823.8503 e: rnrc@mrc.ca i www.mrc.ca

Letter mailed to General Public
on the Contact List

McCORMICK

RANKIN
CORPORATION

A member of IY MMM GRoup



BLEED

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #1 FOR THE QEW 
GARDEN CITY SKYWAY

STUDY

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained McCormick Rankin Corporation (MRC) to undertake 
a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and 
operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal. This includes the generation and 
evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway. As shown on the key plan below, the study limits extend 
between Niagara Street and Glendale Avenue. 

PROCESS

The study is following the approved environmental 
planning process for Group ‘B’ projects under the 
Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial 
Transportation Facilities 1999, as amended in 
2000. The study will consider all phases of the 
planning process, including:

•	 �identifying structural and  
operational issues 

•	 �generating and evaluating a  
full range of alternatives

•	 �selecting a preferred alternative 
•	 �preparing a Transportation Environmental 

Study Report (TESR)

Upon completion of the study, the TESR will be 
made available for a 30-day public review period.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #1

To facilitate public involvement, Public 
Information Centres (PICs) will be held at three key study stages. The PICs will provide local residents, business owners, 
members of the public, and other stakeholders with an opportunity to review, comment on, and discuss the project 
with members of the Project Team. The first PIC has been arranged to allow members of the public and residents an 
opportunity to review the study process, existing conditions, need and justification, generation of preliminary alternatives, 
and the next steps in the study. You are encouraged to attend the PIC and to provide us with your comments. 

	 Public Information Centre #1
Date:	� Wednesday, March 30, 2011

Place:	� Best Western (formerly Holiday Inn) 
2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9

Time:	� 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. (drop-in) 
Brief presentation at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.

COMMENTS

Comments and information regarding the study will be collected to assist the Project Team. Comment forms and study 
information are available on the study website: www.qewgcs.ca. If you wish to be added to the study contact list or 
submit comments or questions, please contact one of the Project Team members listed below:

Mr. Michael Chiu, P.Eng. 	 Mr. Bill Cung, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager	 Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation	 Ontario Ministry of Transportation
toll free: 1-877-562-7947	 tel: 416-235-3434
tel: 905-823-8500	 e-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca
e-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca 

If you have any accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project, please contact one of the Project Team 
members listed above. 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

Des renseignements sont disponibles en français en composant (905) 823-8500 poste 1471 M. Yannick Garnier courriel: 
ygarnier@mrc.ca.



Letter mailed to DFO I
contacts on the mailing list

March 14, 2011

<<Title>> <<FirstName>> <<LastName>>
cJobTjtle>>
Company>>

<<Branch>>
<<Addressl>>
<<Add ress2>>
<<City>), <<Province>> <<PostalCode>>

Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assest
Public Information Centre #1 and Potential CEAA Triggers

Dear <(Title>> <<LastName>>:

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has reta4d McCormick Rankin Corporation
(MRC) to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term
strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen
Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Oaj from Niagara Street to Glendale
Avenue. This includes the generation and evaln of alte nativ for the QEW
Garden City Skyway.

The purpose of this letter is to invite you d!Pan external agency/municipality
preview session in advance of the first Public Information Centre (PlC) for this project.
The PlC has been arranged to provide stakeholders an opportunity to review the study
process, existing conditions, need and justification, generation of preliminary
alternatives and the next steps in the study. The external agencylmunicipality
preview drop-in session will occur between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., with the event
open to the general public between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. For additional details
please see the enclosed notice.

nesday, MaW0, 2011
Western (formerly Holiday Inn)
ih Service Road (east of Lake Street)

Catharines, ON L2N 4G9

We look forward to r attendance at the external agency/municipality preview session.

In addition, the Project Team would like to engage the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans Canada in the project as it is anticipated that there will be the requirement to
assess the proposed works under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act
(CEAA). Please note that at this stage in the Class EA process the proposed works
have not yet been identified but alternatives have been developed and will be assessed.
Enclosed for your information are figures showing the study planning process and
schedule.

The Project Team has also requested that Transport Canada participate in this project.
Following the PlC we will contact both Transport Canada and the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans Canada to set-up a meeting or teleconference to discuss federal
involvement in this project and the anticipated requirements under CEAA.

McCORMICK Global Transportation Engineering

RANKIN ., .26D5 Nortn Sheridan Way, Suite 300, Mssssauaa, Ontario, Canada L5K 2P8
CORPORATION t: 905.823.8500 I f: 905.823.8503 I a: rnrc@mrc.ca I www.mrc.ca

A member of MMM GROUP



The Project Team intends to address requirements under CEAA (at a Preliminary Design level of detail)
and will work cooperatively with all Responsible Authorities to ensure that the assessment process is
completed efficiently by limiting duplication of reporting and consultation requirements between the federal
and provincial assessment processes. With that goal in mind, the Project Team will look to the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency’s Operational Policy Statement re: Use of Federal-Provincial
Cooperation Mechanisms in Environmental Assessments pursuant to the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act That document is available online at:
http:IIwww.ceaa.gc.ca/default.as?lanp=En&n=34BB758F- 1

For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.ciewcics.ca. Should you require further
information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the Project Team members listed on the
enclosed notice.

Yours truly,
tl

A Iuj
J1

Michael Chiu, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

End.
C: Bill Cung — MTO; George Ivanoff— MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn — Ecoplans Ltd.



Letter mailed to Transport

March 14 2011 Canada contacts on the
mailing list

<<Title>> <<FirstName> <<LastName>
<<JobTitle>>
<Company>>
<<Branch>>
<cAddressl
<cAddress2>>
<<City>>, <<Province>> <<PostalCode>>

Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment
Public Information Centre #1 and Potential CEAA Triggers

Dear <<Title>> c<LastName>>:

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin Corporation
(MRC) to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term
strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen
Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Capal from Niagara Street to Glendale
Avenue. This includes the generation and evaon of alternatives for the QEW
Garden City Skyway.

The purpose of this letter is to invite yottend an externy/municipality
preview session in advance of the first Publicormation Centre (PlC) for this project.
The PlC has been arranged to provide takeholders an opportunity to review the
study process, existing conditions, need and justification, generation of preliminary
alternatives and the ne steps in the study. The external agency/municipality
preview drop-in sessi occur between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., with the
event open to the gen between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. For additional
details please see the end e notice.

Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2011
Place: Best Western (formerly Holiday Inn)

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street)
St. Catharines, ON L2N 4G9

We look forwar your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview
session.
‘

In addition, the c Team would like to engage Transport Canada in the project as
it is anticipated that there will be the requirement to assess the proposed works under
the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). Please note that at this stage
in the Class EA process the proposed works have not yet been identified but
alternatives have been developed and will be assessed. Enclosed for your information
are figures showing the study planning process and schedule.

The Project Team has also requested that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada participate in this project. Following the PlC we will contact both Transport
Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada to set-up a meeting or
teleconference to discuss federal involvement in this project and the anticipated
requirements under CEAA.

McCORMICK Global Transportation Engineering

2655 North Sheridan Way, Suite 300, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada L5K 2P8
CORPORATION t: 905.823.8500 I C 905.823.8503 I e: mrc@mrc.ca I www.mrc.ca

A member of iY MMM GROUP



The Project Team intends to address requirements under CEAA (at a Preliminary Design level of detail)
and will work cooperatively with all Responsible Authorities to ensure that the assessment process is
completed efficiently by limiting duplication of reporting and consultation requirements between the federal
and provincial assessment processes. With that goal in mind, the Project Team will look to the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency’s Operational Policy Statement re: Use of Federal-Provincial
Cooperation Mechanisms in Environmental Assessments pursuant to the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act. That document is available online at:
htt://www.ceaa.gcca/defau lt.as?langtEn&n=34BB758F- 1

For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.ciewgcs.ca. Should you require further
information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the Project Team members listed on the
enclosed notice.

Yours truly,

Michael Chiu, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
McCormick Rankin Corporation

End.
o: Bill Cung — MTO; George Ivanoff — MTO; J.A.









 

Ministry of Transportation 

Highway Engineering  

Planning and Design Section  

Engineering Office 

Central Region 

Building D, 4
th

 Floor 

1201 Wilson Avenue 

Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 

Tel:  (416) 235-3434 

Fax: (416) 235-3576 

 

Ministère des Transports 

Génie routier 
Section de la planification 
et de la conception 
Bureau du génie 
Région du centre 
Édifice D, 4

e
 étage 

1201, avenue Wilson 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 
Tél.: (416) 235-3434 
Téléc.: (416) 235-3576 

 

 

October 4, 2013 
  
«Title» «FirstName» «LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»  «PostalCode» 
 
Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Public Information Centre #2 

 
Dear «Title» «LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin (MRC), a member of MMM 
Group Limited, to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study to 
determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the 
Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street in the City of St. 
Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This includes the generation 
and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
This Class Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study is anticipated to be completed 
by the end of 2014. In addition, a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment is currently being completed 
for the project area. 
 

Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series of 
Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, which 
was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input received at the PIC. 
The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation process in order to identify a 
technically preferred alternative. The evaluation process considered a variety of natural, socio-
economic, cultural and technical factors. 
 
A second PIC is being arranged to provide interested persons an opportunity to review and comment 
on the results of the assessment and evaluation process, and to present the technically preferred 
alternative. The second PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #2 

Date: Tuesday October 22, 2013 

Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 

St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

 
For additional details please see the enclosed notice. Following the PIC, a copy of the PIC displays 

will be posted to the project website: www.qewgcs.ca.  

 

Letter mailed to Aboriginal 

Contacts on October 4, 2013. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend an external agency/municipality preview drop-in 

session in advance of the PIC. This session will occur between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., with the 
event open to the general public between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
 
We look forward to your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview session. 
 
If you would like to provide comments, or if you require further information regarding this study, 
please feel free to contact me by phone at 416-235-3434 or by e-mail at bill.cung@ontario.ca.  In 
addition, if you are interested in meeting as a result of receiving this letter, please contact me to 
arrange a meeting at your earliest convenience. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Ministry of Transportation 
 
Encl. 
cc: Leslie Currie – MTO; Chris Barber– MTO;  

Michael Chiu – MRC; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – Ecoplans 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2 
For the QEW Garden City Skyway 

STUDY

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained McCormick Rankin, a member of MMM Group Limited, to 
undertake a Class Environmental Assessment (EA) to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety 
and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal. This includes the generation and 
evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway. As shown on the key plan below, the study limits extend between 
Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines and Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

PROCESS

The study is following the approved 
environmental planning process for Group 
‘B’ projects under the Class Environmental 
Assessment for Provincial Transportation 
Facilities (1999), as amended in 2000. 
The study is considering all phases of the 
planning process, including:

issues; 

of alternatives;

Environmental Study Report (TESR).  

Upon completion of the study, the TESR 
will be made available for a 30-day public 
review period.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2

Date: Tuesday October 22, 2013
Place: Best Western Hotel and Conference Centre
 2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street)
 St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9
Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (open house drop-in)

on the results of the assessment and evaluation process, and to present the technically preferred alternative. You are 

COMMENTS

information are available on the study website: www.qewgcs.ca

Mr. J.A. (Sandy) Nairn, MCIP, RPP  Mr. Bill Cung, P.Eng.

Ecoplans, a member of MMM Group Limited Ontario Ministry of Transportation
tel: 905-823-4988 tel: 416-235-3434
toll-free: 1-877-562-7947 e-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca
e-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca  

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

Des renseignements sont disponibles en français en composant 905 823-8500 poste 1471 (M. Yannick Garnier)  
Courriel : ygarnier@mrc.ca.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
October 4, 2013 

 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Public Information Centre #2 

 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin (MRC), a member 
of MMM Group Limited, to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a 
long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the 
Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street in the City 
of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This includes 
the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a 
series of Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the 
first PIC, which was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the 
input received at the PIC. The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and 
evaluation process in order to identify a technically preferred alternative. The evaluation 
process considered a variety of natural, socio-economic, cultural and technical factors. 
 
A second PIC is being arranged to provide stakeholders an opportunity to review and 
comment on the results of the assessment and evaluation process, and to present the 
technically preferred alternative. For additional details please see the enclosed notice. The 
second PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #2 

Date: Tuesday October 22, 2013 

Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 
2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

 
Letter mailed to General Public and 

Former Potentially Impacted Property 

Owners on the Contact list on October 4, 

2013. 
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You are encouraged to attend the PIC. Members of the Project Team will be available to 
discuss the study and respond to questions or concerns. All comments will be reviewed 
and considered. For additional study details please visit the study website at 
www.qewgcs.ca.  
 
Should you require further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any 
of the Project Team members listed on the enclosed notice. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Chiu, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
McCormick Rankin, a member of MMM Group Limited 
 

Encl. 
c: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – Ecoplans 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

October 4, 2013 
 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Potentially Impacted Property Owner Session 

 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin (MRC), a member of 
MMM Group Limited, to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment to determine a long-
term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen 
Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street in the City of St. 
Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This includes the 
generation and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series 
of Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, 
which was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input 
received at the PIC. The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation 
process in order to identify a technically preferred alternative. The evaluation process 
considered a variety of natural, socio-economic, cultural and technical factors. 
 
A second PIC is being arranged to provide stakeholders an opportunity to review and comment 
on the results of the assessment and evaluation process, and to present the technically 
preferred alternative. For additional details please see the enclosed notice.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend a session for potentially impacted property 
owners in advance of the PIC: 
 

Potentially Impacted Property Owner Session 

Date: Tuesday October 22, 2013 

Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 
2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. – Open House (Drop-In) 
Brief Presentation at 12:15 p.m. 

 

Letters sent via registered mail to 

 Potentially Impacted Property 

Owners on October 4, 2013. 
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You are also welcome to attend the PIC which will be open to the general public between 4:00 
p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on the same date at the same place. 
 
We encourage you to attend the Potentially Impacted Property Owner Session as the 
technically preferred alternative is anticipated to impact your property in whole or in part. It is 
noteworthy that as design proceeds the property impacts and requirements will be refined.  
 
If you would like to discuss this project and the anticipated property requirements with the 
Project Team in advance of October 22, you are encouraged to contact one of the following 
Project Team members: 
 
Mr. Brent Gotts, M.A.Sc. 
Consultant Assistant Project Manager 
McCormick Rankin, a member of MMM Group Limited 
Toll Free: 1-877-562-7947 
Phone: 905-823-8500 
E-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca  

Mr. Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation 
Phone: 416-235-3434 
E-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca  

 
In addition, if you are unavailable to attend the Potentially Impacted Property Owner Session or 
Public Information Centre on October 22 and would like to arrange a separate meeting to 
discuss anticipated property requirements please contact one of the Project Team members 
listed above.  
 
For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca and please do 
not hesitate to follow-up with the above-listed contacts. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Brent Gotts, M.A.Sc. 
Consultant Assistant Project Manager 
McCormick Rankin, a member of MMM Group Limited 
 

Encl. 
cc: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; Shelley Miller – MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – Ecoplans  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

September 30, 2013 / October 4, 2013 
 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Public Information Centre #2 

 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained McCormick Rankin (MRC), a member 
of MMM Group Limited, to undertake a Class Environmental Assessment and Preliminary 
Design Study to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, and 
operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from 
Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden 
City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a 
series of Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the 
first PIC, which was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the 
input received at the PIC. The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and 
evaluation process in order to identify a technically preferred alternative. The evaluation 
process considered a variety of natural, socio-economic, cultural and technical factors. 
 
A second PIC is being arranged to provide stakeholders an opportunity to review and 
comment on the results of the assessment and evaluation process, and to present the 
technically preferred alternative. For additional details please see the enclosed notice. The 
second PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #2 

Date: Tuesday October 22, 2013 

Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 
2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

Letters mailed to MPs, MPPs, and 

Councillors on September 30, 2013. 

 

Letters mailed to Federal and 

Provincial Agencies, Municipal Staff, 

Other Agencies, Emergency Services, 

Utilities, and Other Stakeholders on 

October 4, 2013. 
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The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend an external agency/municipality preview 
drop-in session in advance of the PIC. This session will occur between 3:00 p.m. and 
4:00 p.m., with the event open to the general public between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  
 
We look forward to your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview session. 
 
 Placeholder for agency specific blurb (see attached document), as applicable 
 
For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca. Should you 
require further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the 
Project Team members listed on the enclosed notice. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Chiu, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
McCormick Rankin, a member of MMM Group Limited 
 

Encl. 
c: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – Ecoplans  

 



 

 

QEW GCS - Agency Specific Blurbs for PIC#2 Notification (Pre-PIC Invitees Letter) 
 

 
The following additional text was added to the PIC#2 notification letters sent to the 
identified agencies: 
 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
 
The following table provides an overview of the archaeological and cultural heritage 
documentation being completed in support of this study. Additional documentation may 
be required as the study progresses. 
 

Documentation Firm Status 

Stage 1 Archaeological 
Assessment 

New Directions 
Archaeology 

Ongoing. 
 
The report will be submitted 
to MTCS in accordance 
with Part VI of the Ontario 
Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, 
c 0.18 and to be entered 
into the Ontario Public 
Register of Archaeological 
Reports. 

Cultural Heritage Evaluation 
Report (CHER) for the QEW 
Garden City Skyway 

Golder Associates Completed. MTCS (Karla 
Barboza) should already 
have a copy of this CHER 
and the Heritage Bridge 
Committee Decision Form. 

Cultural Heritage Existing 
Conditions Report 

Unterman McPhail 
Associates 

Completed. This report has 
informed the evaluation of 
alternatives. The existing 
conditions information will 
be reflected in the Cultural 
Heritage Assessment 
Report (CHAR). 

Cultural Heritage Assessment 
Report (CHAR) 

Unterman McPhail 
Associates 

Ongoing and to be 
completed prior to PIC#3 
(Spring 2014). 

 

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport - Ontario Travel Information Centres 

 
Delete:  We look forward to your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview 

session. 
 
Add:  We encourage you to attend the preview session as the technically preferred 

alternative is anticipated to impact the St. Catharines Travel Information Centre 
(251 York Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake). It is noteworthy that as design proceeds 

the property impacts and requirements will be refined. If you are unavailable to 
attend the preview session or Public Information Centre on October 22 and 
would like to arrange a separate meeting to discuss anticipated property 
requirements please contact one of the Project Team members listed on the 
enclosed notice.  



 

 

 
CEA Agency 
 
Please note that past discussions regarding federal environmental assessment 
requirements occurred prior to the July 2012 revisions to the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). Based on the current Regulations Designating Physical 
Activities it is understood that the proposed works (i.e. a new bridge over the Welland 
Canal) are not considered to be a designated project under CEAA (2012) and as a result 
a federal environmental assessment is not required. It is recognized that federal 
agencies may have assessment requirements associated with Section 67 of the Act and 
the Project Team is following-up with agencies as appropriate regarding both information 
and consultation related requirements. 
 
Transport Canada 
 
Please note that past discussions regarding federal environmental assessment 
requirements occurred prior to the July 2012 revisions to the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). Based on the current Regulations Designating Physical 
Activities it is understood that the proposed works (i.e. a new bridge over the Welland 
Canal) are not considered to be a designated project under CEAA (2012) and as a result 
a federal environmental assessment is not required.  
 
It is anticipated that the need for approvals/permits will be identified during Preliminary 
Design (the current assignment) and obtained during the subsequent Detail Design 
stage. It is anticipated that the Navigation Protection Act (NPA) will be in effect during 
Detail Design. Since the Welland Canal is a listed navigable waterway under the NPA it 
is anticipated that submission for approval will be made under the NPA. As a result, 
Transport Canada will have a duty to consult Aboriginal communities as well as 
assessment requirements associated with Section 67 of CEAA (2012). It is also 
anticipated that the MTO Class Environmental Assessment consultation and 
environmental assessment documentation will be sufficient to address Transport 
Canada’s needs. As part of the MTO Class Environmental Assessment process a 
Transportation Environmental Study Report will be prepared which will include details 
regarding the preliminary design, impacts, mitigation and consultation. To date, project 
notification and invitations to participate have been sent to the following Aboriginal 
communities:  

- Niagara Region Métis Council  
- Métis Nation of Ontario (Métis Consultation Unit) 
- Six Nations of the Grand River 
- Haudenosaunee Chiefs Confederacy Council  
- Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation 
- Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians 
- Union of Ontario Indians 

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (then Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada) and the Ontario Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs were consulted regarding the list 
of communities notified. To date, none of the notified communities have expressed 
interest in the project but the Project Team is continuing to encourage participation 
through outreach notification letters at study milestones. 
 
If Transport Canada foresees additional information or consultation requirements please 
let us know as those would be best addressed starting in Preliminary Design. 
 



 

 

It is also noteworthy that Transport Canada owns lands within the study area and it is 
understood that those lands are associated with and adjacent to the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. The St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation is a key stakeholder for 
this project and they have been, and will continue to be, involved in the study. For 
example, staff from the St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation participated in 
the Value Engineering study associated with identification of the technically preferred 
alternative. The Project Team is also in contact with the Niagara District Airport 
regarding regulated airspace. 
 
Environment Canada 
 
Please note that past discussions regarding federal environmental assessment 
requirements occurred prior to the July 2012 revisions to the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). Based on the current Regulations Designating Physical 
Activities it is understood that the proposed works (i.e. a new bridge over the Welland 
Canal) are not considered to be a designated project under CEAA (2012) and as a result 
a federal environmental assessment is not required. 
 
It is anticipated that the need for approvals/permits will be identified during Preliminary 
Design (the current assignment) and obtained during the subsequent Detail Design 
stage. If it is determined that an approval/permit will be required we will coordinate with 
Environment Canada towards addressing any corresponding information and 
consultation requirements. Please note that the impact assessment and mitigation will 
be addressed prior to PIC#3 which is anticipated to occur in Spring 2014. Once impacts 
have been reviewed in more detail we will follow-up with Environment Canada if we 
anticipate the need for an approval/permit; however, if at this time Environment Canada 
foresees the need for approvals/permits under Environment Canada’s jurisdiction please 
let the Project Team know. It is noteworthy that there are federal lands (Transport 
Canada) within the study area. 
 
DFO 
 
Please note that past discussions regarding federal environmental assessment 
requirements occurred prior to the July 2012 revisions to the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). Based on the current Regulations Designating Physical 
Activities it is understood that the proposed works (i.e. a new bridge over the Welland 
Canal) are not considered to be a designated project under CEAA (2012) and as a result 
a federal environmental assessment is not required. As previously noted, this study is 
being completed in accordance with the MTO/DFO/OMNR Protocol for Protecting Fish 
and Fish Habitat on Provincial Transportation Undertakings – Version 2, 2013. It is 
anticipated that preliminary assessment of impacts to fish and fish habitat will be 
undertaken during Preliminary Design (the current assignment) and MTO/DFO/OMNR 
Protocol documentation will be submitted to DFO during Detail Design. 
 
Health Canada 
 
Please note that past discussions regarding federal environmental assessment 
requirements occurred prior to the July 2012 revisions to the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). Based on the current Regulations Designating Physical 
Activities it is understood that the proposed works (i.e. a new bridge over the Welland 
Canal) are not considered to be a designated project under CEAA (2012) and as a result 
a federal environmental assessment is not required. 



 

Ministry of Transportation 

Highway Engineering  
Planning and Design Section  
Engineering Office 
Central Region 
Building D, 4th Floor 
1201 Wilson Avenue 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 
Tel:  (416) 235-3434 
Fax: (416) 235-3576 

 

Ministère des Transports 

Génie routier 
Section de la planification 
et de la conception 
Bureau du génie 
Région du centre 
Édifice D, 4e étage 
1201, avenue Wilson 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 
Tél.: (416) 235-3434 
Téléc.: (416) 235-3576 

 

 

 

June 3, 2014 
  
«Title» «FirstName» «LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»  «PostalCode» 
 
Re: QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Public Information Centre #3 
 
Dear «Title» «LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained MMM Group Limited to undertake a Class 
Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study to determine a long-term strategy to 
address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) 
crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue in 
the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the 
QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
This Class Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study is anticipated to be completed 
by late 2014 or early 2015. In addition, a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment has been completed for 
the potentially impacted project area and submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series of 
Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, which 
was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input received at the PIC. 
The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation process in order to identify a 
technically preferred alternative. A second PIC was held on October 22, 2013, to provide an 
opportunity for interested persons to review and comment on the results of the assessment and 
evaluation process, and to present the technically preferred alternative (north twinning). 
  
A third and final PIC is being arranged to provide interested persons with an opportunity to review and 
comment on the Preliminary Design of the preferred alternative, potential environmental effects, and 
proposed mitigation. The third PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #3 
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

Letter mailed to Aboriginal contacts on the 
study contact list on June 3, 2014. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

For additional details please see the enclosed notice. Following the PIC, a copy of the PIC displays 
will be posted to the project website: www.qewgcs.ca.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend a preview drop-in session in advance of the PIC. 
This session will occur between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., with the event open to the general 
public between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
 
We look forward to your attendance at the preview session. 
 
If you would like to provide comments, or if you require further information regarding this study, 
please feel free to contact me by phone at 416-235-3434 or by e-mail at bill.cung@ontario.ca.  In 
addition, if you are interested in meeting as a result of receiving this letter, please contact me to 
arrange a meeting at your earliest convenience. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Ministry of Transportation 
 
Encl. 
 
cc: Bob Pearce – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; Michael Chiu – MMM; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – MMM 



ONTARIO GOVERNMENT NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #3 

For the QEW Garden City Skyway

STUDY

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained 
MMM Group Limited to undertake a Class Environmental 
Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address 
the structural, traffic safety and operational needs of the 
Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal. 
This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives 
for the QEW Garden City Skyway. As shown on the adjacent 
key plan, the study limits extend between Niagara Street in 
the City of St. Catharines and Glendale Avenue in the Town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

PROCESS

The study is following the approved environmental planning 
process for Group ‘B’ projects under the Class Environmental 
Assessment for Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000). 
The study is considering all phases of the planning process, 
including:

• Identifying structural and operational issues; 
• Generating and evaluating a full range of alternatives;
• Selecting a preferred alternative and completing the Preliminary Design; and 
• Preparing a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR).  

Upon completion of the study, the TESR will be made available for a 30-day public review period.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #3 

To facilitate public involvement, Public Information Centres 
(PICs) are being held at three key study stages. The first PIC 
was held on March 30, 2011. The second PIC was held on 
October 22, 2013 to present north twinning as the technically 
preferred alternative. The third and final PIC is being arranged 
to provide stakeholders with an opportunity to review and 
comment on the Preliminary Design of the preferred alternative, 
potential environmental effects and proposed mitigation. You 
are encouraged to attend the PIC and to provide us with your 
comments.

COMMENTS

Comments and information regarding the study will be collected to assist the Project Team. Comment forms and study 
information are available on the study website at www.qewgcs.ca. If you wish to be added to the study contact list or 
submit comments or questions, please contact one of the Project Team members listed below:

Mr. J.A. (Sandy) Nairn, MCIP, RPP  Mr. Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Consultant Environmental Planner Project Manager
MMM Group Limited Ontario Ministry of Transportation
toll-free: 1-877-562-7947 tel: 416-235-3434
tel: 905-823-8500 e-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca
e-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca 

If you have any accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project, please contact one of the Project Team 
members listed above. Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

Des renseignements sont disponibles en français en composant 905 823-8500, poste 1471 (M. Yannick Garnier)  
Courriel : garniery@mmm.ca.

Public Information Centre #3

Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Location: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre
  2 North Service Road  

(east of Lake Street)
 St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9
Time:  4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

(open house drop-in)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
May 30, 2014 / June 3, 2014 
 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Public Information Centre #3 
 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained MMM Group Limited to undertake a Class 
Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study to determine a long-term strategy to 
address the structural, traffic safety, and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) 
crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue 
in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for 
the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series of 
Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, which 
was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input received at the 
PIC. The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation process in order to 
identify a technically preferred alternative. A second PIC was held on October 22, 2013, to provide 
an opportunity for interested persons to review and comment on the results of the assessment and 
evaluation process, and to present the technically preferred alternative (north twinning). 
  
A third and final PIC is being arranged to provide interested persons with an opportunity to review 
and comment on the Preliminary Design of the preferred alternative, potential environmental 
effects, and proposed mitigation. The third PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #3 
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

Letters mailed to MPs and 
Councillors on May 30, 2014. 

 
Letters mailed to Federal and 

Provincial Agencies, Municipal 
Staff, Other Agencies, Emergency 

Services, Utilities, and Other 
Stakeholders on June 3, 2014.  
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The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend an external agency/municipality preview drop-in 
session in advance of the PIC. This session will occur between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., with 
the event open to the general public between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  
 
We look forward to your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview session. 
 
 Placeholder for agency specific blurb (see separate document), as applicable 
 
For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca. Should you require 
further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the Project Team 
members listed on the enclosed notice. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Chiu, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
MMM Group Limited 
 
Encl. 
c: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – MMM  
 
 



 

 

QEW GCS - Agency Specific Blurb for PIC #3 Notification (Pre-PIC Invitees Letter) 
 

 
The following additional text was added to the PIC #3 notification letter sent to the 
identified agency: 
 
 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport - Ontario Travel Information Centres 
 
Delete:  We look forward to your attendance at the external agency/municipality preview 

session. 
 
Add:  We encourage you to attend the preview session as relocation of the St. 
Catharines Travel Information Centre (251 York Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake) will be 
required as a result of the preferred alternative. As part of a separate process, MTO is 
coordinating with MTCS and other stakeholders (e.g. municipal staff, GO Transit) 
regarding the long-term relocation plans for the Travel Information Centre. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
June 3, 2014 

 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1»  
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Public Information Centre #3 
 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained MMM Group Limited to undertake a Class 
Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic 
safety, and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal 
from Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series of 
Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, which 
was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input received at the 
PIC. The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation process in order to 
identify a technically preferred alternative. A second PIC was held on October 22, 2013, to provide 
an opportunity for interested persons to review and comment on the results of the assessment and 
evaluation process, and to present the technically preferred alternative (north twinning). 
 
A third and final PIC is being arranged to provide interested persons with an opportunity to review 
and comment on the Preliminary Design of the preferred alternative, potential environmental 
effects, and proposed mitigation. The third PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #3 
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

Letter mailed to General Public and 
Former Potentially Impacted Property 

Owner contacts on the study contact list on 
June 3, 2014. 

 
Letter sent via registered mail (Expedited, 
2-day delivery) on June 12, 2014 to general 

public contacts linked to impacted 
properties. 
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You are encouraged to attend the PIC. Members of the Project Team will be available to discuss 
the study and respond to questions or concerns. All comments will be reviewed and considered. For 
additional study details please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca.  
 
Should you require further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the 
Project Team members listed on the enclosed notice. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Chiu, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
MMM Group Limited 
 
Encl. 
c: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – MMM 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
June 3, 2014 

 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1»  
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Public Information Centre #3 
 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained MMM Group Limited to undertake a Class 
Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic 
safety, and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal 
from Niagara Street in the City of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake. This includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series of 
Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, which 
was held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input received at the 
PIC. The Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation process in order to 
identify a technically preferred alternative. A second PIC was held on October 22, 2013, to provide 
an opportunity for interested persons to review and comment on the results of the assessment and 
evaluation process, and to present the technically preferred alternative (north twinning). 
 
Since the second PIC it has been determined that your property that was previously identified as 
potentially being impacted is no longer anticipated to be directly impacted by the proposed works. 
 
A third and final PIC is being arranged to provide interested persons with an opportunity to review 
and comment on the Preliminary Design of the preferred alternative, potential environmental 
effects, and proposed mitigation. The third PIC will be held on: 
 

Public Information Centre #3 
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Open House Drop-In) 

Letter mailed on June 3, 2014 to property 
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You are encouraged to attend the PIC. Members of the Project Team will be available to discuss 
the study and respond to questions or concerns. All comments will be reviewed and considered. For 
additional study details please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca.  
 
Should you require further information regarding this study, please feel free to contact any of the 
Project Team members listed on the enclosed notice. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Michael Chiu, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 
MMM Group Limited 
 
Encl. 
c: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – MMM 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
June 12, 2014 
 
«Title»«FirstName»«LastName» 
«JobTitle» 
«Company» 
«Branch» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «Province»«PostalCode» 
 
Re:  QEW Garden City Skyway Class Environmental Assessment 
 Notice of Impacted Property Owner Session 
 
Dear «Title»«LastName»: 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation has retained MMM Group Limited to undertake a Class 
Environmental Assessment to determine a long-term strategy to address the structural, traffic safety, 
and operational needs of the Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) crossing of the Welland Canal from Niagara 
Street in the City of St. Catharines to Glendale Avenue in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. This 
includes the generation and evaluation of alternatives for the QEW Garden City Skyway.  
 
Input on the study is being facilitated through the study website (www.qewgcs.ca) and a series of 
Public Information Centres (PICs). A number of alternatives were presented at the first PIC, which was 
held on March 30, 2011. The alternatives were reviewed based on the input received at the PIC. The 
Project Team then undertook a formal assessment and evaluation process in order to identify a 
technically preferred alternative. A second PIC was held on October 22, 2013, to provide an opportunity 
for interested persons to review and comment on the results of the assessment and evaluation process, 
and to present the technically preferred alternative (north twinning). 
 
A third and final PIC is being arranged to provide stakeholders with an opportunity to review and 
comment on the Preliminary Design of the preferred alternative, potential environmental effects, and 
proposed mitigation. For additional details please see the enclosed notice.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend a session for impacted property owners in advance of 
the PIC: 
 

Impacted Property Owner Session 
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 
Place: Best Western Hotel & Conference Centre 

2 North Service Road (east of Lake Street) 
St. Catharines, ON  L2N 4G9 

Time: 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. – Open House (Drop-In) 
Brief Presentation at 12:15 p.m. 
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You are also welcome to attend the PIC which will be open to the general public between 4:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m. on the same date at the same place. 
 
We encourage you to attend the Impacted Property Owner Session as the preferred alternative is 
anticipated to impact your property in whole or in part. A Ministry of Transportation Property 
representative will be available to speak with impacted property owners at both the Impacted Property 
Owner Session and PIC. 
 
If you would like to discuss this project and the anticipated property requirements with the Project Team 
in advance of June 19, you are encouraged to contact one of the following Project Team members: 
 
Mr. Brent Gotts, M.A.Sc. 
Consultant Assistant Project Manager 
MMM Group Limited 
Toll Free: 1-877-562-7947 
Phone: 905-823-8500 
E-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca  

Mr. Bill Cung, P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation 
Phone: 416-235-3434 
E-mail: project-team@qewgcs.ca  

 
In addition, if you are unavailable to attend the Impacted Property Owner Session or Public Information 
Centre on June 19 and would like to arrange a separate meeting to discuss anticipated property 
requirements please contact one of the Project Team members listed above.  
 
For additional study details, please visit the study website at www.qewgcs.ca and please do not 
hesitate to follow-up with the above-listed contacts. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Brent Gotts, M.A.Sc. 
Consultant Assistant Project Manager 
MMM Group Limited 
 
Encl. 
cc: Bill Cung – MTO; Chris Barber – MTO; Mark Patterson– MTO; J.A. (Sandy) Nairn – MMM 
 
 


